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I worked in a bank in Mexico City before coming up here, so I guess 
you could say I am from a different class from most of these fellows. I 
first came up as a bracero back in the 190's. I guess I did a pretty 
good job, because they made it possible for me to come up on a permanent 
basis; and I am now assistant manager, living right here in the camp. 

I have applied for American citizenship, but have not yet got my final 
paperse I married a local girl about five years ago and we how have 
four children, 

The impact of this bracero program on the individual and on Mexico 
as a whole, depends upon a number of things. One of the most important 
things is: how long the man remains here in this countrye If aman is 
only here for the minimum time of six weeks, then obviously not too 
much is going to rub off on him. But, this is ane way in which this 
particular area and this particular camp is good for the men. We have 
practically year-round work here, and if a man proves himself to be a 
good and loyal worker, we can usually see that he stays here for at 
least a year. The camp here has the capacity of 720 men, right now 
we are in a slack season, but we still have 560 men; which is a higher 
proportion than you will find probably,than in any other other campe 

Another thing that makes a difference is where the men come from 
in Meixo. I have found from experience that the men from the coast 
states are not such good workers. I guess there is something about 
the tropical climate that makes them lazy. On the other hand, men 
from the northern states, such as Chihuahua and Sinaloa, don't work 
out too well beeause, being fairly close to home they tend to go home 
too much. I try to select our workers, when I do down to El Centro, 


from three principle states--Jalisco, Michoacan, and Guanajuato. Men 


from these states are good farm workers. And for another thing, we 
have plenty to choose from, since those three states wre more over 
populated than most of the others in Mexico. TI also find that we get 
pretty good workers from San Zuis Potosi, Zacatecas, and Aguas Calientes. 
Here is one way that the bracero program tends to raise the level 
of living in Mexttco. When the braceros arrive at the contracting 
station at Empalhme, they often have to wait a very long time; maybe 
two months, maybe more. They arrive without any money in their pockets; 
and so in order to get by, many of them go into modest lines of business 
right there in Empalhme, mostly catering to the other braceros who are 
waiting around. For example, they get a shoe shining outfit, or I have 
even seen men making a living by selling cold water to the other men. 
Now, when they come to this country and make good U.S. dollars, when 
they go back to Mexico they probably aren't going to be content to be 
just another farm laborer again. They have had a taste of being their 
own bossa and they like the taste. So, many times they will go 
into business on their own; maybe the same sort of business 
they had in Emphalme, maybe something different. 

Another very oodvious thing which the menlearn here is 
new ways of farming. They learn about fertilization, for 
example; particularly the new chemical fertilizers. Most of 
them, probably have never fertilized their fields before. 
Another very common change is that they will go from mules 
or oxen to tractors. Now tractor is a big investment. Now, 
what happens is that three or four men from the same town 
will go in together ahd share the costs and take turns using 
the new machinery in their fields. 


I will tell you another thing that they learn here which 


you might not happen to think about, unless you were familiar 
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with life in Mexico. They learn about the selection and 
grading of their produce, fruits and vegetables which 
they intend to sell in the markets. The way things 
were formerly done in Mexico, the farmers would take 
everything to the market, including half-rotten produce 
and naturally they weren't able to ask for a very good 
price for it. Wow they are learning that there greater 
economy in throwing out the inferior grade stuff and 
selling only the quality porduce at a premium price. 

As far as health is mncerned, I would say that you 
find all types both in Mexico and up here. The men from 
the small villages are accustomed to going to a curandero 
when they are sick; and I have found in many, many cases 
that they prefer this kind of treatment even when they 
get up here. Sometimes they are able to locate a curandero 

in Los Angles or in one of the smaller towns aroun here. 
Many times they are able to find somebody right here in 
camp who knows the techhhques and methods of the curandero. 
They will, for example, cook tea made out of herbs, and 
for all sorts of minor illnesses, this is the only kind 

of treatment that they will seek. I have seen men who 


had very severe colds who keep right on working just 


dosing themselves with these home remedies in the mornings 


and evenings. Evehueslly most of them get well this way. 
Even one of these fellows from a small village, however, 
will usually ask to see the doctor if he gets really sick. 
You have got to keep in mind that these fellows are very 
strong, very healthy; even before they come into this 


country. I guess they have to be in order to survive in 
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the conditions down in Mexico. Many of them have never 
been to a doctor in their lives because they have never 
needed to go to a doctor. They have never been that sick. 
Some, of course, are genuinely afraid of doctors. Just 
a week or ten days ago, we had a case here of a man who 
had a serious intestinal disturbance, a bleackage of 
some kind, and the doctor advised that he should have 
an operation. The man absolutely refused under no 
mikz circumstances was he gloing to permit his body to 
be cut open. Well, there is nothing we can do to force 
a man to receive medical care; so we had no choice, 
since the man was too sick to work, he had to be sent 
back to Mexico. Whether or not he will get well on his 
own, I have no idea. 

Now, on the other hand, you will find some men who 
go on sick-call for the littlest things. It all depends 
on the ecducation that they have had, whether they come 
from the big city, and things like that. Not long ago, 
we had a case here of a man who insisted on being ope- 
rated on, even though our camp doctor could fininothing 
wrong with him. The fellow seemed so positive that he 
needed an operation, that we sent him aroun to four or 
five specialists, they couldn't find anything wrong with 


him either. This will give you an idea of the differences 


you will encounter when it comes to ideas about health. 


The food that the nationals get here is the same 
type that they get in Mexico. The important difference 
is, that they get more of it here. During World War 2, 


many of the camps had a very hard time getting hold of 


the staples of the Mexican diet; what with wartime re- 
strictions of one kind and another and so on, you 
found them feeding their men on such things as---- 
hot-dogs, salami, bologna, and so forth. You f und 
the men were getting sick all the time from this kind 
of diet. They didn't like it and they wouldn't eat it 
until they were practically starving; and when they 
got so hungry that they had to eat it, it didn't agree 
with them. We don't have xraubis anmare anymore trouble 
of that kind nowadays. 

When the men first arrive, if it is their first 
trip to the United States, we usually find that they 
have the idea that they should send 100 per cent of 


their pay back to their families. Now, I think this is 


a bad idea, and I will tell you why. The family is 


undoubtedly used to getting along on $20 a month, at 
the most. If the wife suddenly finds that she is 
getting $150 a month, what happens$ She goes in for 
high living. She has the idea that she can spend all 
this money. So, she buys fancy clothes for herself and 
the children, and she moves into a big house, and so 
forth and so on. When the man returns to Mexico, he 
finds that not a penny has been saved; and to make matters even 
worse, he finds that his family has grown accustomed to living in 
a high-falooting style and they are unhappy if he can't continue 
to support them in this style. Which he can't, unless he returns 
to the United States. We have found here from experience, that 
the men who kepp coming back permanently are not the best type of 


bracero. The good bracero is the man who comes here for, between 
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one or two KeKsy years, and then goes back to do some good for 
Mexico. Those who stay here longer, we find, get American ideas; 
they buy $175 suits, for example. We have some men in this camp 
at the present time which have much better wardrobes than I do, 
and probably better than you do. This type of man never wants to 
go back to Mexico to live, and we don't encourage this sort of 
thing. We encourage them to send 50 per cent of their checks home 
and to put the rest in the Bank of American in Azusa. This idea 
of saving money is a new one to most of them, but, many of them 
get the idea fast. Many of them save $1500 or $2,000, and then 
they are sete In fact, there is a kind of competition here among 
kkenrx the men to see who is able to build up the largest savings 
account. The leader at the present time has almost $5,000. Every 
once in awhile something comes up which demonstrates to the men 
more clearly than words the value of having these savings accounts. 
Not long ago one of the men here got word that his mother in Mexico 
was very sick, He wanted to fly back to be at her side. It just 
happened that he had enough money in the bank so that he could do 
this; but if he hadn't, he probably would have had to borrow it, 
or he might have tried to hitchhike, or maybe he would have stayed 
here and worried himself to death. 

When the men of this good type that I was just telling you 
about, return to Mexico, they teach their family a better standard 
of living. They will probably teach them the use of beds and blankets 
for the first time in their lives. They will teach them to eat better. 
They will probably move to a better house, and they will very likely 


move to a larger town or city. This is why cities like Guadalajara, 


and Leén, and so forth have grown so fast in the past 5 or f&xxe 10 


yearse The men feel that they can get the things they need better 


in a big city. They may continue to work on farms and they will 
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simply go outside the town everyday. Most of the men return to 
their original sak states, but, as I say many are moving from the 
ranchitos and tiny #illages to urban centers. There is another 
trend which you maybe interested in. We have a number of men in 


the camp right now, who have moved their whole families, including 


7 or 8 children to Mexicali. They have learned that it is easier 


to get contracts there. So, their families are there permanently 
while the men keep coming up here year after year, returning home 
between contracts. These men have no intentions whatsoever of 
ever returning to their villages and the states where they originally 
came from. As I say, we have quite a number who keep coming back 
for as much as 18 months, and then returning for maybe a month, and 
then coming back for another 18 months. The men particularly like 
to come back to this camp, befause we provide year around work. 
Quite a few of the men are interested in learning the English 
language. We don't have any classes during the summer, but, just 
a couple of weeks ago one of the fellows came to me and said that 
he would like to be moved to a barracks where he could have privacy. 
I said, "What on earth for?" Well, it seemed that he had a phonograph 
and a set of records, and was trying to teach homself English in 
this way. He didn't want to disturb the other men. So I arranged 
to have him moved to one of the tents that we have here, and every 
evening after work he plays his records, he seems to be coming along 
pretty well. Everyday I see him, se speak a little bit of English 
back and forthe 
As far as relations with the local people are concerned, we 
don't have any trouble. When the men first come in here I give 
them a talk and I explain to them the standard of behavior that 
they are expected to maintain. I explain to them that they have 


responsibilities as well as the camp management. I explain to them 
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that there are certain things that they may have been accustome 


to in Mexico, certain kinds of freedom, to do whatever they pleased, 


which they are going to have to give up as long as they are in this 
country. I am happy to say that we have gotten very good co-operation 
from the men. 

What do I see as the future of this program? Well, I can't 
say in detail, but in general, I am certain that the program will 
continue. Tt is good for these men; it is good for Mexico. As 
long as you have such a clamor in Mexico among the farm laborer 
class to come up to the U.S. as braceros, I don't see how you are 
going to be able to shut this off overnight. If you have hever 
been down to Mexico you have no idea what a drip the idea of 
securing a contract has on the minds of practically all the able= 
bodied men in the country. Everybody in Mexico would like to 
come to the UeSe Sometimes I am almost convinced that everybody 


in the world would like to come to the U.S. 


